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FERRIL, Jamie

Dr Jamie Ferrill is the Discipline Lead of Financial Crime Studies and Lecturer in the same at the Australian 
Graduate School of Policing and Security, Charles Sturt University. She is currently a visiting fellow at the 
Academy for International Affairs NRW in Bonn. Jamie has nearly a decade of law enforcement experience, 
having worked for Canada Border Services Agency prior to commencing an academic career. She holds a PhD 
in Organizational Behaviour from Loughborough University (UK), a Masters in Homeland Security Leadership 
from the University of Connecticut), and a Bachelors in Criminal Justice from Mount Royal University (Can-
ada). A political sociologist, Jamie researches threats to national and economic security. Her work focuses on 
the role of human actors and ideology in organisational processes, as well as in transnational cooperation and 
collaboration.

CANTENS, Thomas

Thomas Cantens currently works as head of research and policy unit at the World Customs Organization. Prior 
to taking his position at the WCO, he served in investigation and intelligence in French Customs and in three 
sub-Saharan Customs administrations, Mali, Cameroon and Niger. Thomas is an Associate Researcher at the 
Research Centre on International Development of the Auvergne University (CERDI, France). Having initially 
graduated as an engineer (POLYTECH Montpellier, France), he holds a PhD in social anthropology and ethnol-
ogy (Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, France) and a postgraduate certificate in geospatial analysis 
(Ecole Nationale des Sciences Géographiques, France). He has published articles, research papers and books 
on customs reforms, quantification, and fragility and taxation.

DEAN, Karin

Karin Dean is a senior researcher at the School of Humanities, Tallinn University, currently leading a EC Hori-
zon project Eur-Asian Border Lab, advancing trans-regional border studies. Her research interest revolves 
around borders—on how different actors construct, negotiate and cross physical, symbolic or virtual borders 
in their claiming of political space. Her recent research explores large infrastructure developments at China’s 
borderlands with Southeast Asia (Myanmar), seeking to unpack the new emerging assemblages and practices 
of bordering. Karin obtained her PhD in political geography at the National University of Singapore.

DESSBERG, Frederic

Frédéric Dessberg is Associate Professor at Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University, detached at Saint-Cyr Mil-
itary Academy. He is heading the Research Department « European Defence and Security » at Saint-Cyr Re-
search Center, is member of UMR SIRICE (Sorbonne) and holds a Jean Monnet European Chair. 
He is interested in the French policy in Central and Eastern Europe between the two World Wars. His Phd 
dissertation about the relations between France, the Soviet Union and Poland from 1924 to 1935 has been pub-
lished with the title Le Triangle impossible (Bruxelles, PIE-Peter Lang, 2009). He also published Les Horizons 
lointains de la politique extérieure française (Bruxelles, P. Lang, 2011), Les Européens et la guerre (Paris, Pub-
lications de la Sorbonne, 2013), Diplomates et militaires français en Europe centrale (Paris, Eur’Orbem, 2017), 
L’Européanité en Europe médiane (Paris, Honoré Champion, 2018), Frontières en Europe depuis le Congrès de 
Vienne (1815), Presses universitaires de Valenciennes (2020).

BRUNET-JAILLY, Emmanuel

Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, (Ph.D. UWO, 1999) Professor and Jean Monnet Chair, School of Public Administration, 
University of Victoria, B.C. Canada, is lead of 21st Century Borders ($5.6 million research project). He has 
published work in comparative urban governance, governance and theorization of cross-border regions in 17 
books and special issues of academic journals, and over 100 book chapters and articles.

SCHWENKE FORS, Bjarge

Bjarge Schwenke Fors is Head of Department at The Barents Institute at UiT The Arctic University of Norway. 
He holds a PhD in social anthropology with a specialization in border studies. His research relates to ethnicity, 
nationalism, and political and cultural performances in borderlands. Fors has conducted ethnographic research 
on the Norwegian-Russian border and in the Caucasus. He is a member of the research groups Border Poetics/
Border Culture and Russian Space? Concepts, Practices, Representations (RSCPR).
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LEUPRECHT, Christian

Dr. Christian Leuprecht is Class of 1965 Distinguished Professor at the Royal Military College of Canada and Ed-
itor-in-Chief of the Canadian Military Journal. He also directs the Institute of Intergovernmental Relations in the 
School of Policy Studies and is an Adjunct Research Professor in the Australian Graduate School of Policing and 
Security at Charles Sturt University. A former Bicentennial Professor in Canadian Studies at Yale University, Eisen-
hower Fellow at the NATO Defence College, and Fulbright Research Chair in Canada–US Relations at John Hopkins 
University’s School for Advanced International Studies, he is an elected member of the College of New Scholars of 
the Royal Society of Canada and recipient of the Cowan Prize for Excellence in Research at the Royal Military Col-
lege of Canada.

HATALEY, Todd 

Dr. Todd Hataley is a professor in the School of Justice and Community Development at Fleming College.  He is 
a retired member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.  During his tenure as a federal police officer he con-
ducted investigations into the cross-border smuggling of drugs, weapons and humans, money laundering, as 
well as organized crime, national security and extra-territorial torture investigations.  Dr. Hataley is an adjunct 
associate professor at the Royal Military College of Canada.  His research currently focuses on the management 
of international boundaries, money laundering, Indigenous policing and transnational crime.  

FRANCA, Raphael

Rafael is currently a deputy in the Brazilian Federal Police, Foz do Iguaçu/Brazil. He has experience in law, with 
an emphasis on Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure, Strategic Intelligence, and Public Safety. Master’s de-
gree in Criminal Sciences (2014). Ph.D. in International Strategic Studies (2018). He was Professor of Criminal 
Procedural Law at the Universidade da Região da Campanha-URCAMP, Uruguay-Brazil region. Member of the 
International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP - alumni), a Department of State program (USA). Visitor fellow 
at the Centre for International and Defence Policy, Queen’s University, Kingston/ON, Canada (2017). Ph.D. 
candidate at NOVA School of Law, Lisbon/Portugal (2022-2026), in which he studies the relations between Bor-
der Management and the protection of fundamental rights in MERCOSUR based on the EU parameters.

SOHN, Christophe

Christophe Sohn is an urban geographer and border scholar working as a senior researcher at the Luxem-
bourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research (LISER). His research agenda focuses on cross-border integration 
dynamics, urban and regional governance and the concept of borders as a resource. He has notably published 
several articles and books examining how national borders may represent economic, political or symbolic op-
portunities for border cities and regions. Christophe is particularly interested in the concept of cross-border 
metropolitan regions as the emblematic configuration of globalizing urban border regions and has conducted 
empirical research in border cities and regions such as Basel, Geneva, Copenhagen-Malmö, Luxembourg, Vi-
enna-Bratislava and San Diego-Tijuana. His most recent work focuses on the symbolic recoding of borders in 
cross-border regionalization initiatives in Europe and in North America. Since 2018, Christophe is the co-edi-
tor-in-chief of the Journal of Borderlands Studies.

VIRKKUNEN, Joni

Dr Joni Virkkunen works as Research Manager at VERA Centre for Russian and Border Studies, Karelian Insti-
tute, University of Eastern Finland (UEF). Since receiving his PhD in 2002, his tasks have related to research and 
research coordination within Russian and border studies and doctoral training at the UEF. His research relates 
to borders, border governance, cross-border cooperation and EU-Russian relations and transnational migration 
in Russian and post-Soviet contexts. In his recent research, he has been looking at the 2015-2016 Arctic route 
through/from Russia to the EU, weaponization of migration and the related insecurities, migratory strategies and 
failed integration of Afghan and African immigrants in Russia.


