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ÅGREN, Henrik

Henrik Ågren, born in 1989, is posted as a diplomat at the Embassy of Sweden in Germany since 2019. As 
First Secretary, he is responsible for political activities and business promotion within a range of areas in-
cluding industry, infrastructure, research and space. Within space, he has organised several bilateral net-
working activities and maintains a continuous dialogue with Swedish and German space representatives 
at political, academic and corporate level. Mr. Ågren’s diplomatic career started at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in Stockholm in 2018, where he was working with EU trade policy. Before, he was a consul-
tant at Business Sweden in Berlin, supporting Swedish and German companies. Mr. Ågren has studied law, 
economics, politics and German both in his hometown Gothenburg and in Bonn, Innsbruck and Münster. 

ALQAZ, Khalifa

Khalifa AlQaz is a Senior Specialist of Science and Technology Diplomacy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
the United Arab Emirates. Khalifa is responsible for leading the Ministry’s efforts to enhance the UAE’s export 
control procedures, legislations, and systems to activate the UAE’s objectives of accelerating tacit technology 
transfer and joint R&D collaboration with its strategic international partners. Previously, Khalifa was a manage-
ment consultant at Oliver Wyman, working on multiple public sector and financial services consulting engage-
ments. Prior to that, Khalifa worked as a strategy analyst at the Vice President’s Office for Political Affairs in the 
UAE. He graduated summa cum laude in Political Science from the University of Colorado Boulder.

ÁVILA BECERRIL, Ana Maricela

Ms. Ávila is an expert on disarmament and security at the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the United Na-
tions in New York. She was previously an advisor at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on disarmament, peace, and 
security, covering areas like outer space, cyberspace, nuclear, and chemical issues. She studied Physics and In-
ternational Affairs, and completed the Master’s Program on Diplomacy offered by the University of Costa Rica 
in collaboration with the Diplomatic Institute. Ms. Ávila joined the Foreign Service in 2010 and played a key 
role in opening the Costa Rican Embassy in New Delhi. She also handled bilateral relations in Asia, Africa, and 
Oceania, and served as the Focal Point for the Forum for East Asia-Latin America Cooperation (FEALAC). From 
2014 to 2020, she worked at the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to International Organizations in Vienna, 
focusing on the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), 
and transversal gender issues.
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ANAND, Vivek

Vivek Anand is a public administrator currently on a sabbatical from his role as Deputy Director in the Ministry 
of Finance for the Government of India. With one and a half decades of multi-disciplinary experience across 
consulting, entrepreneurship, and government administration, he is a seasoned civil servant with leadership 
experience across technology, governance, policy-making, and international relations. Over his career, he has 
been at the forefront of initiatives spanning governance and technology, specializing in public-private partner-
ships and international collaborations. For his professional and leadership excellence, in 2018, Mr. Anand was 
awarded the Finance Minister’s Gold Medal. In 2020, he came to Germany as the recipient of the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation’s German Chancellor Fellowship. Over 1.5 years, he studied European governance 
structures and policymaking for developing an innovation ecosystem for small and medium enterprises (SMEs). 
During this time, he also facilitated numerous Indo-German and Indo-Spanish collaboration projects in open 
innovation and Industry 4.0. 
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CONTLA, Oliver

Member of the Mexican Foreign Service. Abroad he has been posted to the Mexican Embassies in Ethiopia, 
South Africa, Cuba, and Germany. In the Mexican Foreign Ministry, he has held several positions as liaison with 
the private sector and public administration institutions. His last position at the MFO in Mexico was Deputy 
Director General for Trade and Investment Promotion. He holds a degree in International Relations from the 
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). He was awarded the Gabino Barreda Medal for or Aca-
demic Achievement. He holds a master’s degree in National Security from the Centre for Higher Naval Stud-
ies of the Mexican Navy. He has courses and certifications in: Economic Diplomacy, Public International Law, 
Consular Protection and Assistance, International Negotiations, Strategic Intelligence, Risk Characterization 
and Climate Change. Since 2023 he is the Vice-president of the Club of Economic and Commercial Counsellors 
based in Berlin.

12

BOWER, Adam

Dr. Adam Bower (PhD, University of British Columbia, Canada) is a Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in In-
ternational Relations at the University of St Andrews in Scotland. He is the founding co-director of the Centre 
for Global Law and Governance and sits on the Steering Committee of the Institute for Legal and Constitutional 
Research. He is also a member of the St Andrews Centre for Exoplanet Science and a Fellow of the Outer Space 
Institute, a global network of transdisciplinary space experts focusing on space security and sustainability. Dr 
Bower’s research explores the interaction of international law and political power in shaping outcomes in glob-
al politics, with a particular emphasis on the development and efficacy of norms regulating armed violence in 
areas ranging from conventional weapons disarmament to outer space security. His research has been pub-
lished in leading academic journals and with Oxford University Press.

BOAMAH, Frederick

He is a Research Fellow at the Legon Centre for International Affairs and Diplomacy, University of Ghana. He 
was called to the Ghanaian bar in 2003 and practiced law with the Ministry of Justice and Attorney General’s 
office for several years. Subsequently, he moved into private practice and joined the firm Akufo Addo, Prem-
peh and company. He teaches Public International Law and International Humanitarian Law at the University 
of Ghana. He is an Adjunct fellow of Webster University Ghana and the Africa Centre of Excellence in Coast-
al Resilience (ACECoR), University of Cape Coast. He is an External Scholar of the Kofi Annan International 
Peacekeeping Training Centre (KAIPTC) and a member of the Security Council Working Group for Ghana 
2022-2023. His research interests cover intelligence, maritime security and diplomacy, natural resource man-
agement and climate change, migration and ethics as well as outer space development.

BAUMANN, Ingo

Dr. Ingo Baumann is a founding partner of the law firm BHO Legal in Cologne, Germany. He specializes in 
national and international high technology projects, mostly in the space industry. His clients include leading 
stakeholders such as the European Commission, European Space Agency, German Space Agency, large opera-
tors, SME and start-ups. Dr. Baumann studied law in Münster and Cologne. He received his doctorate from the 
Cologne Institute for Aerospace Law under Prof. Dr. Hobe on the international law of satellite communications. 
From 2001 to 2007, Dr. Baumann was in-house legal advisor at the German Aerospace Center (DLR). He was 
head of DLR´s Galileo Programme Office and administrative CEO of DLR Gesellschaft für Raumfahrtanwend-
ungen mbH, a subsidiary of DLR for the establishment and operation of the German Galileo Control Center. Dr 
Baumann is member of the IISL and ECSL, and acts as mentor for space start-ups companies within the German/
French SpaceFounders, the French Starburst BLAST and other accelerators and incubators. He chairs the legal/
regulatory working group of the BDI NewSpace Initiative. 



FERRAZ DA SILVA, Pedro Ivo

Mr. Pedro Ivo Ferraz da Silva is a career diplomat and the Head of the Science, Technology & Innovation and 
Cooperation Section of the Brazilian Embassy in Berlin. He is also co-founder and executive coordinator of the 
São Paulo Innovation and Science Diplomacy School (InnSciD SP). Previously, he headed the ST&I section of 
the Brazilian Embassy in New Delhi, worked as Deputy Head of the Information Society Division of the Brazil-
ian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and was the Brazilian representative to the Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers (ICANN). Prior to joining the Brazilian Foreign Service, Mr da Silva was the Director of 
Customer Services at Comptel Communications in São Paulo, Brazil, and Software Development Manager at 
Siemens AG in Munich, Germany. Da Silva holds a degree in Electrical Engineering (2000), University of São 
Paulo (USP), and a bachelor’s degree in Philosophy (2009), USP, and a master’s degree in Philosophy of Tech-
nology (2013), USP.

SU
M

M
ER

 A
CA

D
EM

Y

SU
M

M
ER

 A
CA

D
EM

Y

 Outer Space Affairs - 
 A Key Domain in International Politics

PA
RT

IC
IP

AN
TS DAVIS CROSS, Mai’a K.

Mai’a K. Davis Cross is the Dean’s Professor of Political Science, International Affairs, and Diplomacy and Di-
rector of the Center for International Affairs and World Cultures at Northeastern University.  She has written 
extensively on European and transatlantic relations, including in the area of space policy.  In May 2023, she 
published a special issue entitled, Space Diplomacy, with the Hague Journal of Diplomacy.  She is author or 
editor of six books, including International Cooperation Against All Odds: The Ultrasocial World (Oxford 
University Press, Fall 2023), The Politics of Crisis in Europe (Cambridge University Press, 2017) and Security 
Integration in Europe: How Knowledge-based Networks are Transforming the European Union (University of 
Michigan Press, 2011), which is the 2012 winner of the Best Book Prize from the University Association of Con-
temporary European Studies.  She holds a PhD in Politics from Princeton University, and a bachelor’s degree in 
Government from Harvard University.  She is also a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

ENGELHARD, Hila

Mrs. Hila Engelhard is a career diplomat serving as Minister-Counsellor, Head of the department for Economic 
& Scientific Affairs at the Embassy of Israel in Germany. In this capacity she works on strengthening the Israe-
li-German relations in the innovation and R&D ecosystems. In the past Mrs. Engelhard has served Israel as a 
diplomat abroad, as well as working in the headquarters in Jerusalem, including positions such as: Director of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Cadet course (the training course for young diplomats), Liason to the Innova-
tion Task-force with China, Desk Officer for Economic Affairs and Trade with the Middle East, Desk officer for 
Central and West Africa, Head of Bureau at the Office of the President of Israel and Spokesperson and Director 
of Public Diplomacy in Israel’s Embassy to Mexico. Hila holds a Masters in Public Administration (MPA) degree 
from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government as a Wexner Fellow and a BA from the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem, as part of the Amirim interdisciplinary program in humanities for outstanding students. Aside 
from diplomacy, Hila takes interest in people and their development, and plays with educational and coaching 
methods related to leadership and change.

FELS, Enrico

Enrico Fels is the Managing Director of the Center for Advanced Security, Strategic and Integration Studies 
(CASSIS) at Bonn University. His research interests include traditional and non-traditional security studies, in-
ternational political economics, and the strategic consequences of a rising Asia. He has frequently published 
about current and future strategic matters and authored as well as co-edited several books, including Strat-
egischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum. Politik, Recht, Sicherheit und Wirtschaft im All (2023, Springer VS) and 
Shifting Power in Asia-Pacific? The Rise of China, Sino-US Competition and Regional Middle Power Allegiance 
(2017, Springer International). Dr. Fels was a Visiting Fellow at the Australian National University and held vis-
iting lectureships at the University of Tokyo (Tōdai) and the Andrássy University Budapest. 
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JAMSCHON MAC GARRY, Laura 

Dr. Laura Jamschon Mac Garry holds a degree in Law from the University of Buenos Aires, a LL.M.  from the 
University of Vienna and a PhD from Sapienza University of Rome. She is a Professor at the University of Bel-
grano and University del Salvador, in Buenos Aires. As a career diplomat, she has been posted for six years 
in Vienna and has been a member of the national delegation in COPUOS. She was Acting Chair of the Legal 
Subcommittee of COPUOS and Task Force Leader of the Group of Latin America and Caribbean Countries 
(GRULAC) and the Group of 77+China (G77+China). As a member of the International Institute of Space Law 
(IISL), she is engaged in several initiatives relating to international space law.

14

HENDRICKS, Jaymion

Jaymion Hendricks is a Legal Advisor at South Africa’s Department of International Relations and Cooperation. 
An admitted attorney, he holds an LL.M. International Air, Space and Telecommunications Law (University 
of Pretoria). He previously served as South Africa’s delegate to the Third Committee of the United Nations 
General Assembly and recently returned from a diplomatic posting to The Hague, Netherlands. In his current 
position, he advises the South African government on international law generally, and on international space 
law in particular. Jaymion has been nominated to serve on the South African Council for Space Affairs which 
regulates domestic space activity in South Africa and has written a publication on its domestic space regulatory 
framework. 

KOGAN, Moran

Moran Kogan is an accomplished professional with expertise in policy development, project management, and 
regulatory compliance. As the Head of Policy and Planning at the Israel Space Agency, Moran Kogan has been 
instrumental in defining measurable goals, implementing agency policies, and creating programs to support 
space companies in Israel. They have effectively managed the agency’s budget and led initiatives to promote 
collaboration in the space industry. Prior to this, Moran Kogan served as a Project and Regulation Manager at 
the Ministry of Science and Technology, launching programs and collaborating on public committees. With a 
background in regulatory compliance and commercial litigation, Moran Kogan holds an MBA and LL.B. degree. 
Their expertise and  dedication continue to drive advancements in Israel’s space industry and contribute to 
evidence-based decision-making.

HARRISON, Tegan

Tegan Harrison is a Postgraduate Researcher at Cardiff University, UK. She is about to start her third-year 
of her PhD which focuses on the securitization of space technology & the securitization of its regulation in 
the context of the UN agenda, the ‘Prevention of an arms race in outer space’. Covering the time period of 
1981-2022. Her research uses a policy framing approach to consider how space technologies are framed as 
referent objects, threat subject and as tools to enhance security, with a particular focus on the framing of space 
‘weapons’.  Tegan is also currently working on a co-authored paper on UK SATCOM capabilities. The paper 
aims to develop a UK specific SATCOM resilience framework with a focus on commercial design, supply and 
operation. 

HARAMIA, Chelsea

Dr. Chelsea Haramia is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Spring Hill College and Senior Research Fellow 
with the Center for Science and Thought at the University of Bonn, where she is working on collaborative 
project between the Universities of Bonn and Cambridge titled Desirable Digitalisation: Rethinking AI for Just 
and Sustainable Futures. She specializes in applied ethics. Her recent research focuses on the intersections of 
science, technology, and values, and she is the author of several articles and book chapters on space explo-
ration, astrobiology ethics, and the search for extraterrestrial technology—as well as public philosophy news 
articles and outreach. She holds a PhD in Philosophy and a graduate certificate in Gender and Women’s Studies 
from the University of Colorado, Boulder. She is co-editor of the journal 1000-Word Philosophy and a member 
of the SETI Post-Detection Hub, an initiative of the UK SETI Research Network.
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PARK, Youngchan

Youngchan is a Deputy Director for Middle East Division I at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Korea, where he serves as a desk officer for Egypt and manages the Republic of Korea (ROK) – Egypt bilateral 
relations. Prior to his current position, he served as a Deputy Director for International Legal Affairs Division 
(2021-2023), where he worked on space law, international civil aviation law, and diplomatic law. He also acted 
as a member of the Korean delegation in various multilateral conferences on space law. Before joining the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, he completed one-year program for diplomat candidates (2021). He also won the First 
Prize (Minister of Foreign Affairs’ Award) at the 20th National Model UN Conference – Korea (2014). Youngc-
han received a BS in international politics and a BA in Economics from Handong Global University. 
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PETER, Nicolas

Nicolas Peter is Professor of practice in Space Policy and International Affairs at the International Space Univer-
sity (ISU) seconded by the European Space Agency (ESA). He is the Faculty lead in the domains of Policy, Eco-
nomics and Law in all ISU programs, and the head of the ISU “Space Policy and Entrepreneurship lab” (SPEL).
Prof. Peter has worked at the German Aerospace Center (DLR) as Head of the International Affairs Department. 
He has also been working at the European Commission on space policy issues and at ESA in the Director Gen-
eral’s Cabinet and Strategy department.  Prof. Peter has 20+ years of international experience in S&T policy on 
4 continents and 8 countries. He has published over 100 reports, book chapters and articles in peer-reviewed 
journals, and presented at international conferences related to space activities. He has also co-edited three 
books on space affairs and is a regular peer-reviewer for the Journals Space Policy and Acta Astronautica. He is 
also on the Editorial Board of the New Space Journal and is also Board of Director of the Women in Aerospace 
Europe (WIA-E) and an Honorary Board Member of the Space Generation Advisory Council (SGAC).

NAMBAH, Bridget

Bridget Suglo Nambah is a young career diplomat who works as an Assistant Director with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Regional integration of Ghana for two (2) years. Driven by passion for development, she 
pursued Development Planning as a first Degree in the university and advanced study in Project Management 
for Master’s degree. In blending the understanding of local development with International Development, 
she pursued a Master’s program in International Relations and Diplomacy. Prior to working as a diplomat, she 
worked for about three (3) years as an Assistant Development Planning Officer of Ghana’s Decentralized De-
veopment Structure known as the Local Government. 

POHL, Lina

Lina Pohl is a Research Fellow at the European Space Policy Institute (ESPI) seconded by the German Aero-
space Center (DLR). At ESPI, she is managing the space sector watch activities (ESPI Insights, ESPI Yearbook) 
and working on various other projects. Prior to her position at ESPI, she worked in the International Relations 
Department of DLR in the areas of international organisations, UN & development cooperation and DLR’s bi-
lateral relations with Eastern European countries and Japan. She holds a master’s degree in political science at 
University of Cologne (2020), focusing on international relations and security policy. 

RABIN, Gilles

Gilles Rabin is the space advisor to the French Embassy in Berlin, after having been  Director of Innovation, 
Applications and Science at CNES until the end of 2021. He  holds a doctorate in economics and is a graduate of 
the French Press Institute Paris II  Assas. He began his career as Director of the Transportation Department and 
Deputy Director of the Local Development Department at Bipe Conseil. In 1996, he became Deputy Director 
of the Nancy Urban Planning Agency. He continued his career as General Manager of the Essone Expansion 
Committee. He then became General Delegate for Economic Development and Land Policy at the Greater 
Lyon Urban Community in 2008, and then held the same position at the Nice Metropolis. From 2012 to 2014, 
Gilles Rabin was an advisor to the cabinet of the Minister of Economy, Productive Redress and Digital Economy 
in charge of decentralization, small and medium-sized enterprises and business start-ups, transport and health 
sectors. From 2015 to 2017, he was Advisor in charge of innovation and research to the Secretary of State for 
Higher Education and Research, Thierry Mandon. 
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STIVAROS, Perciles D.

Mr. Pericles D. STIVAROS, Minister Plenipotentiary, Head of International Treaties, joined the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of the Republic of Cyprus in 1996. Previously, he studied Law at the University of East London,  
Political Science and International Relations  at Essex  University, European   and International Politics at Brunel, 
West London.   Diplomatic postings include stints in Brussels, Beirut, Paris, Kyiv, while  he   served as Ambas-
sador to Ghadafi’s and post -revolution Libya and to Hungary. During his  Brussels posting 2000-2005, he ob-
tained a DES en analyse interdisciplinaire de la construction européenne, (UC Louvain,  Saint-Louis-Bruxelles) 
and  completed a course in Human Rights. Academic memberships included University Association of Con-
temporary European Studies, UK. He is  also  founding member   of    the International Network of Genocide 
Scholars (INoGS), being present at the Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin,  January 2005. His interests include 
History, Human Rights, Economic Development,  Eco-Science , Security and International Law and Politics.    

SCHMITZ, Christine

Dr. Christine Schmitz, born in Bonn in 1990; studied law at the University of Cologne and at the University of 
Paris Panthéon-Sorbonne; research assistant at the Institute for International and Foreign Private Law at the 
University of Cologne with a doctoral thesis on “The “Acceptance” of Authentic Instruments under Article 59 
(1) of the EU Succession Regulation” in 2020; legal traineeship (Referendariat) in Cologne with traineeships at 
the German Embassy in Santiago de Chile and at the EU Commission Brussels. Lawyer in the Corporate/ M&A 
department with focus on German-French legal relations from 2020 to 2022 at CMS Hasche Sigle in Cologne. 
Since the end of 2022, Space Policy Advisor at the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, 
working on fundamental issues of space policy, ESA and EU topics. 

SÖNNICHSEN, Arne

Arne Sönnichsen, M.A., is early career researcher at the chair of International Politics and Development at the 
University of Duisburg-Essen. He is currently finishing his PhD thesis in which he inquires into technology as 
a prerequisite for ordering processes, particularly on direct ascent ASAT weapons, on revolutions of launch/
upstream capabilities, and on a Space Traffic Management. He publishes his work in international and peer-re-
viewed publications and provides expertise in media and the public on various occasions. Other research 
interests include how popular culture and political utopias shape ideas of (international) politics. Additionally, 
he is coordinator of the SichTRaum (Sicherheit-Technologie-Weltraum/security-technology-space)-network, a 
platform for academics working on space policy and professionals and young professionals working in the field. 

SCHEIDEMANN, Philipp

Philipp Scheidemann is a Market Segment Leader for the governmental market development of Security and 
Surveillance at the EU Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA) in Prague. He has several years of experi-
ence in space technology programme management and hands-on experience in projects in the field of satellite 
navigation and satellite communication. He was working for the German Space Agency DLR as advisor of the 
German delegation to the ESA programme board JCB, delegate for the EU expert group on GOVSATCOM 
and several other EU and ESA boards and committees. He is Project Manager of several EGNSS and SATCOM 
projects in the EU.

RAWAT, Vaibhav

Mr. Vaibhav Rawat is an Indian Foreign Service officer and currently posted as the Third Secretary (Political), 
Embassy of India, Berlin. Post completion of his professional training in diplomacy in New Delhi he chose to 
study German as his mandatory foreign language because of his keen interest in the political history of the 
region. His academic background is in Computer Science and Engineering, he holds a degree from the Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT BHU) and has worked previously as a software R&D engineer in the Systems Se-
curity team at Samsung Electronics in South Korea and Bangalore, India. Further developing his career, based 
on his experience of working in an international environment and his deep interest in international politics 
he chose to become a career diplomat. Given his technical background, he is passionate about the confluence 
of issues pertaining to new and emerging technologies including cyber and space and international relations.   
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SUESS, Juliana

Juliana Suess is the Research Analyst and Policy Lead on Space Security as part of the Military Sciences team 
at RUSI and is the host of the podcast War in Space. She was previously Project Officer and Research Analyst 
at RUSI International. Her research interests include global space governance, counterspace capabilities and 
space warfare. Juliana holds an MA in Conflict, Security and Development from King’s College London and 
a BA in Politics and International Relations from the University of Reading. Prior to joining RUSI, she was an 
intern for the Development, Concept and Doctrine Centre, the independent think tank of the Ministry of De-
fence. There she researched varied topic areas, including geo-strategic, security and stabilisation topics, as well 
as future and contemporary trends in warfare.

TILINGER, Krisztina

Dr. Tilinger is a space lawyer and expert in international maritime law. She works as a space law and policy ad-
visor for the Institute of Space Law and Policy at the University of Public Service, Hungary. She has more than 
two decades of international work experience as a contract agent at the European Union and as a commercial 
and regulatory lawyer in the private sector. Dr. Tilinger is a PhD student at the University of Győr, Hungary. 
Her research focuses on the analogy in space law and is mainly inspired by the law of the sea and the air law. 
Dr. Tilinger is regularly lecturing on international space law and is passionate about the long-term sustainabil-
ity of space activities.
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TREVIÑO, Natalie B.

Dr. Natalie B. Treviño is a critical space theorist and award-winning educator. She was awarded her PhD in 
Theory and Criticism from Western University for research on coloniality and futures in space exploration and 
policy. She is currently a Postdoctoral researcher at the Open University UK and public speaker working on 
the manuscript for her first book, On the Coloniality of Westernized Space Exploration. 


