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 NARRATIVES OF ADHESION VS. SEPARATION
 CASE STUDIES OF CONTESTED SOVEREIGNTY IN EUROPE

LEWANDOWSKY, STEPHAN

Professor Stephan Lewandowsky is a cognitive scientist at the University of Bristol and the 
recipient of numerous awards and honours, including a Discovery Outstanding Research-
er Award from the Australian Research Council, and a Humboldt Research Award from the 
Humboldt Foundation in Germany. He is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Science (UK) 
and a Fellow of the Association of Psychological Science. He was elected to the Leopoldina 
(German national academy of sciences) in 2022. His research currently focuses on the per-
sistence of misinformation and spread of “fake news” in society. He has published more than 
240 scholarly articles, chapters, and books. He is currently funded by the European Research 
Council, the EU’s Horizon 2020 programme, and the Volkswagen Foundation, among others.

DOWLING, ANDREW

Andrew Dowling is Reader in Spanish History at Cardiff University, United Kingdom. His 
scholarship on Catalonia and Spain, straddles historical sociology, the theory of nationalism 
and contemporary history, to provide a deeper explanation of Catalonia and the secessionist 
movement that has emerged there. In 2023 he edited the Routledge Handbook of Spanish 
History. Amongst his main publications are Catalonia: A New History (Routledge 2022); The 
Rise of Catalan Independence: Spain’s Territorial Crisis (Routledge 2018); and Catalonia Since 
the Spanish Civil War: Reconstructing the Nation (Sussex Academic Press 2012).  

LO CASCIO, PAOLA

Paola Lo Cascio, BA in Political Science from the University of La Sapienza (Rome) and holds a 
PhD in Contemporary History from the University of Barcelona. She has been a postdoctoral 
researcher at the Instituto de Ciencias Sociais of the University of Lisbon (ICS-UL, 2015-2017), 
and is currently Associate Professor at the University of Barcelona. She has been a visiting 
researcher at the University of Cambridge (2011) and visiting professor at the Università La 
Sapienza in Rome (2013). She is vice-director of the Centre d’Estudis Històrics Internacionals 
of the Universitat de Barcelona. Her researches focuses on the political, cultural and institu-
tional history of Spain in the 20th century, and especially on Catalan conservative nationalism. 
Selection of her publications: Nacionalisme i Autogovern (Afers, 2008); “El pujolismo entre 
gestión y cultura política. Some interpretative notes (1980-2003)” (Ayer, 2020); Anatomía de 
unos gobiernos independentistas (Historia del Presente, 2020), “Il doppio 89 del nazionalismo 
catalano” (Rivista Storica Italiana, 2022).

MAKHORTYKH, MYKOLA

Mykola Makhortykh is an Alfred Landecker lecturer at the Institute of Communication and 
Media Science. In his research, Mykola focuses on politics- and history-centred information 
behaviour in online environments and how it is affected by the information retrieval systems, 
such as search engines and recommender systems. To achieve this goal, he combines tradi-
tional social science methods (e.g., content analysis and focus groups) with novel computa-
tional approaches (e.g., deep learning and agent-based testing). His other research interests 
include trauma and memory studies, armed conflict reporting, disinformation and computa-
tional propaganda research, cybersecurity and critical security studies, and bias in informa-
tion retrieval systems.

MALYARENKO, TETYANA

Dr. Tetyana Malyarenko is a Professor of International Security and Jean Monnet Professor 
of European Security at the National University Odessa Law Academy, Ukraine, and a Hum-
boldt Fellow at the University of Regensburg, Germany. She is the founder and director of 
the Ukrainian Institute for Crisis Management and Conflict Resolution, a Ukrainian think tank 
aiming to promote interdisciplinary research, research-led teaching, and evidence-based ad-
vice for policy-makers on crisis management and conflict resolution in Ukraine and beyond. 
Her main research areas include contemporary conflict and conflict management, meditation 
and transitional justice.
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SUITER, JANE

Jane Suiter is a Professor of Political Communication and director of the Institute for Future 
Media, Democracy and Society at Dublin City University. Her research focus is on the informa-
tion environment in the public sphere and, in particular, on scaling up deliberation and tack-
ling disinformation. She has been involved in various research and oversight capacities at the 
Irish Citizens’ Assembly (2012-2022) ) and was a founder member of We the Citizens (2011), 
Ireland’s first deliberative experiment. Jane was awarded an IRC Laureate in 2022 for COMDEL 
Examining the Potential of Communicative Deliberation for Climate Action. She has published 
in 30 plus journals including Science,  International Journal of Political Science, Electoral Stud-
ies, Politics and the International Journal of Communication and is the author of three books 
including Reimagining Democracy: Lessons in Deliberative Democracy from the Irish Frontline 
published by Cornell University Press and Disinformation and Manipulation in Digital Media 
with Dr Eileen Culloty. 

TOLZ, VERA

Vera Tolz is Sir William Mather Professor of Russian Studies at the University of Manchester, 
UK. She has published widely on various aspects of Russian nationalism and the relation-
ship between intellectuals and the state in the imperial, Soviet and post-Soviet periods. She 
has also conducted research on Soviet and Russian political communication strategies. She 
recently completed an AHRC-funded collaborative research project on broadcasting and 
audience engagement strategies of RT (formerly Russia Today). Her new co-authored book 
Russia, Misinformation and the Liberal Order: RT as a Populist Pariah is forthcoming with Cor-
nell University Press this year. She is currently pursuing a collaborative AHRC-funded project 
‘(Mis)translating Deceit: Disinformation as a Translingual, Discursive Dynamic’.
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Fintan O’Toole is a columnist with The Irish Times and advising editor of The New York 
Review of Books. He is the winner of the Robert Silvers Prize for Journalism, the Orwell Prize 
and the European Press Prize. He is currently working on the official biography of Seamus 
Heaney. Born in Dublin in 1958, he is a member of the Royal Irish Academy and an honorary 
international member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He taught at Princeton 
where he was Professor of Irish Letters. His most recent book, We Don’t Know Ourselves: A 
Personal History of Ireland Since 1958 was named Book of the Year in the An Post Irish Book 
Awards and as one of the ten best books of 2022 by the New York Times. 

ROOZENBEEK, JON

Jon Roozenbeek is an incoming Lecturer in Psychology and Security at the Department of 
War Studies at King’s College London. His research focuses broadly on the psychology of 
(digital) media effects, propaganda, and information warfare. His doctoral research (2020, 
University of Cambridge) focused on media discourse during the Donbas War. He is the 
author of two forthcoming books, both with Cambridge University Press: The Psychology of 
Misinformation and Propaganda and Ideology in the Russian-Ukrainian War. 

SZOSTEK, JOANNA

Dr Joanna Szostek is a senior lecturer in Political Communication at the University of Glasgow. 
She is also an associate fellow of the Russia and Eurasia Programme at Chatham House, The 
Royal Institute of International Affairs. Her research investigates the media’s role in re-
lations between states, with a special focus on Ukraine and Russia. This research has been 
published in leading peer-reviewed journals, including Perspectives on Politics, The In-
ternational Journal of Press/Politics, New Media and Society, Post-Soviet Affairs and Euro-
pean Security. Joanna holds a doctorate in Politics from the University of Oxford and her 
professional experience includes many years of living and working in Russia and Ukraine.


